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Your 

Diagnosis?

Benign? Malignant?

Lymphoma? Sarcoma?Carcinoma?

Pankeratin

Pankeratin
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Your 

Diagnosis?

Benign? Malignant?

Lymphoma? Sarcoma?Carcinoma?

Pankeratin positive

MMR proteins EBER ISH

MMR Proteins

MLH1 MSH2

MSH6 PMS2
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EBER-ISH

Diagnosis

EBV associated gastric cancer 

with prominent lymphoid stroma 

(lymphoepithelioma-like 

carcinoma)
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The study involved 4599 gastric cancer 

patients diagnosed between 1976 and 

2010 from 13 studies in Asia (n=8), 

Europe (n=3), and Latin America (n=2). 

EBV positivity of tumours was assessed 

by EBER in situ hybridisation.

375 (8.2%) tumours were EBV positive.

Adjusted for stage and other 

confounders, EBV positivity was 

associated with lower mortality (HR, 

0.72; 95% CI 0.61 to 0.86).
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Take Home Message

 Gastric adenocarcinoma with lymphoid stroma is a variant of 

gastric cancer that is often (but not invariably) associated with 

EBV infection

 Despite the poor tumour differentiation the prognosis is 

comparably good (anti-tumour host response)

 The molecular basis of disease is not fully understood 

 EBV: tumour initiation or tumour progression?

 Helicobacter pylori as co-factor?

 Relation to stump cancer – why?

 CIMP and promoter methylation → epigenetic silencing

 Gastric adenocarcinoma with lymphoid stroma not related to EBV 

infection may be related to Lynch Syndrome 
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Thank you very much for 

your attention


